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Portland, Oregon
Welcome to Stumptown!

Platinum city for bicycling

Beervana

Soccer City USA

Tree City USA

The emerald compass



Portland Bureau of Environmental Services
Working green for clean rivers

What is BES?

Public works with an eye 
to watershed health

Applying green solutions 
to grey projects



Green Infrastructure
New name, same urban forest

Whatõs in a name?

Trees are necessities not just 
niceties

Shift in thinking motivates a 
shift in funding

Priority follows funding



Funding Sources
Not all created equal

Traditional funding sources are 
insufficient

The urban forest is undervalued 
(and undermaintained)



Why BES, Why Now?
Putting green elements to work

Evidence from green streets

Cost savings and 
complementary benefits

Preponderance of evidence

Grey to Green initiative



Two Issues

1.Reporting Trees as 
Capital Assets

2.Paying for Trees 
with Capital Funds



Are trees capital assets?

Dollar value of trees

Tracking requirements

Depreciation vs. Appreciation

Source of capital funds

Many Challenges
Roadblocks?



Consistent with GAAP

A physical thing

Owned or controlled by BES

Direct benefits

Persistent benefits

Dollar threshold

Are Trees Capital Assets?
BES Policy



Statement 34

Reporting the value of 
infrastructure assets

Dollar value of trees*

Tracking requirement*

Recent guidance

Are Trees Capital Assets?
GASB Requirements


